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Arab World Data

Arab World is formerly comprised 

of 22 countries, represented by 

the League of Arab States.
*Palestine is comprised of the West Bank and Gaza

*
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• The Maghreb (North Africa)
• The Gulf Region
• The Levant

Arab World Data

The Arab World can be divided into three major geographical regions:



Arab World Data

The population of the Arab World is estimated to be at 377.0 

million (2014). In terms of age distribution, the population is 

very young, with a median age of about 22 years. The Arab 

World had a GDP of $2.853 trillion (USD) in 2012.



The category “Middle East” refers to a region of the world 

that is linked by a shared location, but not a common culture. 

Therefore, Arab Americans should not be referred to as 

Middle Eastern Americans.

Arab World Data



• Technically speaking, anyone who is a citizen of an Arab 

country is classified as an Arab.

• Culturally speaking, not everyone who lives in the Arab 

World sees themselves as Arab.

• It is virtually impossible to create a common Arab persona, 

given the diversity in the region.

• However, the majority of Arabs are united by a common 

language (with different dialects), and a shared identity in 

Arab history and similar customs.

Who are the Arabs?



Central Arab Cultural Elements

Three dominant themes can be found across the Arab World, 

and the descendants that followed those who emigrated:

FAITH
Faith plays a very

important role in the lives

of most Arabs, regardless

of their specific faith

tradition.

FAMILY
Family is an extremely vital

element to the lives of

Arabs, not only as a source

of support, but also of

identity.

COMMUNITY
An extension of faith and

family is community. It is

a connection to culture

for enjoyable and

organizational purposes.



Diversity of the Arab World
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The Arab World is extremely diverse in terms of its people, history,

dialects, and local customs. There is no one version of Arab culture.

While united by a common language and values, these

commonalities can obscure cultural diversity that exists.



Judaic Star of David Christian Cross Islamic Crescent

Arabs are a people who can encompass all religious faiths. The three Abrahamic 

traditions (Islam, Christianity, Judaism)  are the faiths primarily represented among 

the Arab peoples.

All three of the Abrahamic faiths share a lineage of certain prophets, and as such 

bear some commonalities in traditions and faith elements (among other 

differences).

Religion in the Arab World



1. Indonesia – 204,847,000

2. Pakistan – 178,097,000

3. India – 177,286,000

4. Bangladesh –
148,607,000

5. Egypt – 80,024,000

6. Nigeria – 75,728,000

7. Iran – 74,819,000

8. Turkey – 74,660,000

9. Algeria – 34,780,000

10. Morocco – 32,381,000

The Islamic World versus the Arab World

Muslims and Arabs are two different classifications

of people. In fact, of the top ten countries with the

largest Muslim populations, only three are Arab.

While Muslims can be found all over the world, they

are predominantly found in parts of Africa and Asia.(2010 Pew  Report)

Over 1.3 billion Muslims worldwide

The Islamic World versus the Arab World



Overview of the Arab World

Summary Points

• The Arab world is made up of 22 countries that are members 

of the Arab League

• The Arab world spans from North Africa to West Asia, giving 

way to diversity in faith, race, and dialects

• The three largest religious groups in the Arab world are 

Abrahamic: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

• Faith, family, and community are essential components to 

Arab culture



Review Questions for Module 1

1. The Arab World is how many countries large?

2.     Which is not a central component of Arab culture?

3.     Which country has the largest Muslim population?

4.     What are three regions of the Arab World?

5.     Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are all Abrahamic religions?

True or False

a) 15 b) 5

c) 22 d)   33  

a) Money b) Family

c) Faith d)   Community

a) Egypt b) Saudi Arabia

c) Iran d)   Indonesia

a) The Middle East b) The Maghreb

c) The Levant d)   The Gulf



MODULE II: HISTORY OF ARAB 

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION



Arab Immigration into the US

Module Goals
• Understand the impact of US immigration law on 

immigration patterns

• Recognize the long history of the United States 
with the present-day Arab World

• Learn the waves of Arab immigration to the 
United States

• Understand the diversity of Arab immigrants in 
terms of reasons for leaving their homeland



Immigration laws have the greatest impact

on the waves of immigration that any

country experiences. While the US has a

long (and complicated) immigration history,

certain laws have hard particular impacts

on Arab immigration waves.

US Immigration Law



US Immigration Law

Immigration Act of 1924

– Established quotas that significantly limited immigration 

from non-Western European countries.

Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965

– Removed quotas, and expanded immigration preferences 

for various professional categories, and family 

reunification.

Anti-Terrorism & Effective Death Penalty Act 1996

– Limited judicial review over immigration cases; established 

indefinite detention for immigrants after case brought 

forward; allows use of secret evidence.




