
Notable Arab Americans

Throughout their time in the United States, Arab Americans have

contributed in significant ways to American society. Whether it

be through their everyday work, extended family, broader

community networks, and integration into civic life, their

presence (along with that of other immigrant groups), has help to

form the nation.

This tradition continues today in ways large and small. The

following section identifies prominent Arab Americans across a

variety of areas.

Ralph Johns

Organizer behind the 

Greensboro sit-ins during the 

Civil Rights Movement

Sanaa Hamri

Famous music video and 

film director

Alia Shawkat

Actress known for 

Arrested Development

Frank Zappa

Legendary rock guitarist

Taher ElGamal

Cryptographer and inventor of 

numerous digital algorithms



Notable Arab Americans 

in Entertainment
Rami Malek

Academy Award Best Actor winner

was Egyptian-American Rami Malek

for his role in “Bohemian
Rhapsody” He was the first Coptic-

Egyptian to receive an Oscar.

Shakira

Shakira Isabel Mebarak 

is a Colombian singer, 

songwriter, dancer, and 

record producer of 

Lebanese heritage.

Salma Hayek

Lebanese American 

Actress Salma Hayek's 

father, Sami , is 

Lebanese-Mexican, 

hailing from the city of 

Baabdat, Lebanon.

Gigi Hadid

Palestinian American, Jelena

Noura "Gigi" Hadid is an

American fashion model

who made her debut,

ranking as one of the Top 50

Models in America.



Notable Arab Americans in

Politics and Activism

There are very notable Arab Americans

who have served in politics and areas of

activism. These individuals have

contributed to the fabric of civic life

through their engagement in political

activities and commitment to social

causes.

Donna Shalala

US Secretary of Health & human Services

President of the University of Miami

Ralph Nader

Consumer Advocate

Candidate for President

Ray LaHood

US Congressman

US Secretary of Transportation

Rashida Tlaib

US Congresswoman

John H. Sununu

Governor of New Hampshire

Chief of Staff to President 

George H.W. Bush



Notable Arab Americans in 

Education & Science

Elias Jame Corey

Organic Chemist and Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry winner (1990)
Christa McAuliffe

Teacher and Astronaut, killed in

the Challenger tragedy.

Edward Said

Professor and Literary Theorist, 

Cultural Critic.

Jack Shaheen

Professor and Media Analyst, 

focusing on Arab Stereotypes

George Doumani

Geologist, author and explorer in 

Antarctica

Arab Americans have continued

the legacy of advancement in

science and advancement known in

the historical Arab World. In a

variety of fields, Arab Americans

build on the culture’s emphasis on

education through leading research

and discovery.



Notable Arab Americans

Suzy Kassem

Writer, director, and poet

Helen Thomas

White House correspondent, journalist

Kahlil Gibran

Poet, philosopher, literary author.

Anthony Shadid

Journalist, correspondent, author, 

Pulitzer Prize winner

Naomi Shihab Nye

Poet, songwriter, novelist

Arab culture has a long story-telling

tradition. Arab Americans are continuing

this tradition through literary, journalistic,

and other media formats. The stories they

tell and the work they do help to inform

social and cultural life.



Notable Arab Americans in Medicine

Danny Thomas

Comedian and actor who went on to

found St. Jude Children’s Research

Hospital. ALSAC in the title refers to the

American Lebanese Syrian Associated

Charities.

Michael DeBakey

Renowned cardiac surgeon whose work

was instrumental in changing heart

surgeries, including pioneering the

artificial heart.



Notable Arab Americans in Business

Sam Maloof

Furniture designer, craftsman and 

woodworker, MacArthur fellowship 

recipient. 

Steve Jobs

Co-founder, chairman, and 

CEO of Apple, Inc. 

Paul Orfalea

Founder of  the Kinko’s 
copy-center chain. 

Business and entrepreneurship are viewed by Arabs as part of their cultural legacy. Arab

American, descendants of immigrants in search of opportunity, still look for opportunities in

business. Some of the most notable innovators in their areas of business are of Arab ancestry,

fulfilling the American dream that their ancestors hoped.

Farouk Shami, CEO 

Farouk Systems and

Founder of  CHI hair 

products. 



Notable Arab Americans in Sports

Doug Flutie

Professional football player in the NFL and CFL

Kelly Slater

World Champion professional surfer

Justin Abdelkader

Professional hockey player

Bobby Rahal

Champion race car driver

Omar Hassan

Professional skateboarder

Arab Americans have excelled in a

variety of athletic pursuits, achieving

championship status in their

respective sports.



Summary Points
• Arab Americans, upon arriving to the US, engaged in a 

variety of economic activities.
• Some of these, like working in manufacturing, 

agriculture, and mining, were similar activities to other 
immigrants.

• Others, like pack peddling, were largely unique to Arab 
Americans. 

• The emphasis on education in the Arab American 
community resulted in greater educational attainment 
rates when compared to the general American society.

• Arab Americans have made substantial impacts across a 
variety of professional and occupational areas, some 
achieving iconic status in the United States.

Arab American Professions, Education, 

and Achievement




